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BECOME A

TEXAS STATE
TROOPER

All DPSblack and whitepatrol cars soonwill be sporting the
above bumper sticker aspart of thelatest push to bolster recruiting
efforts.

Thenumber onthe sticker, 1-866- TX TROOP (898-7667), will
ring straight to the DPSrecruiting officeat Austin Headquartersand
will befeatured on additional postersand handouts.

“Our patrol carsareoneof DPS most recognized symbolsand
they’ reawaysout ontheroad,” said Col. ThomasDavisJr., DPS
director. “What better way to remind Texansthat DPSisaways
looking for quality individuastojoinour ranks.”

An estimated 1,500 vehicles—including Highway Patrol, Li-
cense & Weight, VehicleInspection and Driver Licenseblack and
whites—will havethe15-inch by 3%zinchred, whiteand bluedtickers
attached to the back bumpers. Additiona stickerswill beprintedto
handletheinevitablerequestsfor other staff and personal vehicles.

“Good recruitingisthelifeblood of any organization,” addsBur -
ton Chrigtian, chief of Adminigtration. “Themoreweget theword
out, the better shapewe' |l beinfor thefuture.”

DPShasrequested additional recruit schoolsfromtheLegida
tureto offset an expected wave of retirementsin the next severa
years—so the stickers, which cost about a quarter apiece, are
viewed asabiginvestment in thefuture.

“We recognizethe competitionfor quaity recruitsisstiff,” said
DPSRecruiting Coordinator Lt. Curly Colquitt. “Having aposi-
tive message out there on our black and whites givesus ayear-
round recruiting presence.”

DPS online: www.txdps.state.tx.us

CALL NOW
1-866-TXTROOP

TOLL FREE (1-866-898-7667)

Dear Fellow Employee,

OnMay 15, wewill gather in Aus-
tinto remember the 75 membersof our
DPSfamily who havebeenkilledinthe
line of duty since the creation of the
agency. Thisyear, wewill sharethis
moment with Gov. Rick Perry, whowill
deliver thememoria speech.

Law enforcement isadangerous
lineof work, but onethat makesadif-
ferenceinthelivesof dl our citizens. If
youdon't makeitto Augtin, pleaseteke
amoment around 10 am. on the 15th
to reflect on the sacrificesmade by our
fellow employees.

Congratulationsto Public Safety
Commission Chairman James B.
Francis Jr., who hasbeen confirmed to
serve an additional term on the com-
mission. Welook forward to another
six yearsof leadership from Commis-
sioner Francis.
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Awards

Ben Kyser, former Deputy Ad-
ministrator, Crime Records Service
Austin, received aDirector’sCita-
tionfor hislong-term servicetothe
Department and duties* above and
beyondthecall of duty.” Duringthe
last twoyears, Kyser filled in exten-
svely for David Gavin, Asst. Chief
Adminigtration, Crime Records Ser-
vice Austin. Gavin's DPS commit-
mentstook him out of theofficemore
than 50 percent of the time and
Kyser admirably handled the extra
work load. Kyser recently retired

On the

mend...

Best wishes for a speedy re-
covery from line-of-duty inju-
ries go to:

Cpl. Marty Adams, HP
Webster, was injured on a traffic
stop when a separate vehicle
knocked his patrol car into him
March 25.

Tr. Lonnie Davis, HP Hous-
ton

Linda Swails, DL Examiner
Carrollton

e 0 000

Tr. Kenneth Rushing, L&W
Conroe, returned to light duty and
then retired from DPS March 31.
He has been “on the mend” since
July 18, 1998 when a Mack truck
tractor smashed into him while
making aroadsideinspection, caus-
ing severe leg injuries. Good luck
and thanks for your service!

Tr. Leslie Grace, HP Deleon,
has returned to light duty. He was
injured in atraffic crash April 15,
2000.
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from DPSafter 23 yearsof service.

Six citizenswho provided life-
saving assistance at the scene of a
Garza County wreck were recog-
nizedwith Director’'sAwards. Sev-
eral peoplewitnessed aBlazer crash
intoaguardrail androll severa times,
€jecting awoman passenger inthe
process. Theengine quickly caught
fireand the blaze began to spread.
TheGood Samaritanspulledtwovic-
timsfromthevehideandmovedthem
to safety as fire engulfed the car.
Someof thecitizensperformed CPR
onthebadly injuredwomaninava-
iant attempt to save her life.
Director’s Awards went to David
Chadwick Evans, Sue Boyd, Sam
Boyd, Genifer Johnson, Larry D.
Johnson and Roy Brewer. They
were nominated by Tr. Chris
Wischkaemper, HP Post.

Short Shots

TCLEOSE deadlineappr oaches!
Commissioned personnel are
urged to make surethey have com-
pleted the proper continuing educa
tion requirements by August 31,
2001. If youmissthisdeadline, your
peace officer licensewill be placed
oninactivesatusby the TexasCom-
missionon Law Enforcement Officer
Standards and Education
(TCLEOSE). If you are unsure
whether you have met the 40-hour
in-service requirement, call
TCLEOSE at 512-936-7700.

Dive team seeks members
TheDiveRecovery Teamistak-
ing applicationsfor divers. Theap-
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plicant must beacommissioned of -
ficer with the Department and have
abasic diving certificate. Applica
tions must be sent through the
gpplicant’schain of commandtothe
TLE Chief’s office. Application
deadlineisMay 30. For additional
information, contact Lt. Lynn
Dixon, 512-424-5789.

FBI grad

Congratsto Sgt. Robert Dou-
glas Byrd, HP Amarillo, for his
March graduationfromthe FBI Na-
tional Academy in Quantico, VA.

Support peer support

The DPS Critical Response
Team (peer support) will beadding
moremembersthissummer. Train-
ingisscheduled from July 31-August
2atheTraining Academy inAudtin.
Several areasof thestate need more
coverage, epecialy Beaumont, Dal-
las, east Texas and the Panhandle.
Any DPS employeewith oneyear
of service may serve on the team.
Contact Lt. WadeFord, 512-424-
5785, or Cheryl I1sdlt, 512-424-
2211, for further information. Make
sureyou go through your chain of
command. Interviewswill be held
May 7, 8, 10, 22, 23 and June 19.

Born to be safe

May isMotorcycle Safety and
AwarenessMonthin Texas. More
than 600,000 Texansarelicensed to
drive some 260,000 registered mo-
torcycles. The Motorcycle Safety
Unit of DPShelps spread the safety
messageand offersmotorcycletrain-
ing coursesin nearly 50 locations
satewidethroughavariety of public
and private entity contractors. You
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canfind moreinformationontheDPS
Web site, www.txdps.state.tx.us.

Sear ch bringsagenciestogether

DPS personnel earned high
prasefor their effortsinthenine-day
searchfor acouplewhoseplanewas
reported missing asthey headed to
their homejust south of Amarillo.
They wereattempting toreturnfrom
watching their grandchildren play a
basketball game near Gruver the
night of Feb. 15. What followedwas
themost extensiveair, ground and
water search ever conductedinthe
Panhandlearea. Attheheight of the
operation, 15federa, stateand lo-
ca agencieswereinvolved with Sgt.
JoeMedrano, HP Borger, serving
asincident commander. Thevictims
and the planewreckage were even-
tudly found by anail fiddworker. It
gopearstheplanestruck autility pole
inbad weather andlow visbility con-
ditions.

Citizenship applauded

Cpl. John Harréll, HP Crane,
has been honored as* Citizen of the
Year” by the Crane County Cham-
ber of Commercefor hiscommunity
involvement. His assistance in
projectsinvolving studentsat local
schoolsand serving aschairmanfor
aloca cancer runwerecited during
theawards ceremony.

Mile Markers

Promotions

CLE
Kent Weir Mawyer, Asst.
Comm., Motor Vehicle Theft Augtin
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toMgor, CLEAustin; Gary Stone,
Capt., Specid CrimesAudinto Ass.
Comm., Motor Vehicle Theft Aus-
tin; Manuel Alaniz, Lt., Spec.
Crimes Svc. San Antonio to Capt.,
Spec. Crimes Svc. Austin; Joseph
Carl Longway, Sgt./Inv., Narc. Svc.
AmarillotoLt., NarcoticsHouston,

Michael T. Martin, Tr. II,
Hwy. Patrol Svc. Texarkanato Sgt./
Inv., Narcotics Texarkana; Vincent
T. Luciano |1, Tr. Il, Narcotics
Corpus Christi to Sgt./Inv., Narcot-
ics Lubbock; James Patrick
Pieprzica, Tr. 1, Hwy. Patrol Svc.
San Antonioto Sgt./Inv., Narcotics
Alpine, Todd Hayden Snyder, Tr.
[1, Hwy. Patrol Svc. Sweetwater to
Sgt./Inv., NarcoticsAmarillo;

Eisenhower Upshaw, Jr., Tr. 11,
Hwy. Patrol Svc. Denton to Sgt./
Inv., NarcoticsHurst; Robert Ray
Morris, Tr. 1l, NarcoticsMcAllen
toSgt./Inv., NarcoticsAlpine, Keith
Wayne Deramus, Sgt., Hwy. Pa-
trol Svc. Orangeto Sgt./Inv., Nar-
cotics Amarillo.

Rangers

Norris Lane Akin, Sgt.,
Ranger Div. Decatur toLt., Ranger
Div. San Antonio; Bryan Kenneth
Ray, Jr., Sgt./Inv., Narcotics Tyler
to Sgt., Ranger Div. Decatur; Henry
LeeWhitman, Jr. Sgt./Inv., Spec.
CrimesSvc. Beevilleto Sgt., Ranger
Div. El Paso; Daniel Alan Young,
Sgt., Hwy. Patrol Svc. Jasper to
Sgt., Ranger Div. Dumeas.

TLE

Frances E. Rodriguez, Insp.
[11, Veh. Insp. Svc. Lubbock to
Supv., Veh. Insp. Svc. Lubbock;
Johnny Wayne Bekkelund, Sen.
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Cpl., Hwy. Patrol Svc. Cleburneto
Sat., Hwy. Patrol Sve. Big Spring;
Noel Zuniga, Cpl I1, Hwy. Patrol
Svc. Harlingento Sgt., Hwy. Patrol
Svc. Beaumont; Michelle M.
McDanid, Tp. I, Hwy. Patrol Svc.
Greenvilleto Sgt., Hwy. Patrol Svc.
Orange; GenaroA.Hinojosa, Jr.,
Trp. 11, Hwy. Patrol Svc. Laredoto

Sat., Hwy. Patrol Svc. Liberty.

Retirements

Hilda Guerrero Blann, DL
Tech., DL Div. Field Svc. Waco, 21
yrs., 1 mo., 20 days, Evelyn
Carolyn Schaefer, Qudity Control
Clerk, Driver RecordsBur. Austin,
31yrs., 8mos, 11 days, John Scott
Salter, Tr. V, Veh. Insp. Svc. Gar-
land, 31yrs., 14 days,

Warren Gerard Kid, Tr. V,
Hwy. Patrol Svc. Minera Wells, 19
yrs., 2 mos., 19 days, Curtis
DeWain Baker, Sgt./Inv., Narcot-
ics Abilene, 32yrs., 6 mos.; Helen
Marie Gavit, Police Comm. Oper.
IV, Comm. Svc. Pecos, 23 yrs., 7
mas,;

James Paul Nance, Police
Comm. Oper. IV, Comm. Svc. Mid-
land, 26 yrs., 8 mos.; David
Mar shall Jones, Cpl V, Hwy. Pa-
trol Svc. Gainesville, 25yrs., 5mos,,
3days; Isradl Cano, Lt., Ranger
Co. “D” San Antonio, 29 yrs., 4
mos., 23 days; James Carl
Purdey, Sen. Prog. Il, IMSAustin,
25yrs., 1 mo., 14 days.

Deaths

Doyle Spurlin, DL Trooper
Hurst (Nov. 1948—Dec. 1978) died
March 24, 2001.
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Photosfor the Anniversary Book will betaken at | ocations acrossthe state during May, Juneand July. Belowisa
list of tentative locations and dates. Please note that some of the dates have asterisks—the sessions at those
locationsmay be rescheduled for September. Photographer MarisdlaBastidasisexpecting ababy in August and
may need to postpone some of the photography dates. You will not be left out of the anniver sary book!

The photographer will beavailablefrom 8 am. to 5 p.m. those days. Photo packageswill be availablefor $20 and
$25 (cash only, please), but you are not required to purchase a package or even an anniversary book in order to
haveyour picturetaken for thebook. It’snot too lateto order—the deadline has been extended to June 30. Order
formswill beavailableat the photo shoot. For moreinformation, please call PIO at 512-424-2080 or send usan
e-mall a pio@txdps.state.tx.us.

Station/L ocation Dates for photos

Austin until May 11  Ozona* June 19
Texarkana May 14 Pecos* June 20
Mount Pleasant  May 15 Midland* June 21
Sulphur Springs  May 16 San Angelo* June 22
Garland* May 17 Beaumont June 26
Hurst* May 18 Lufkin June 27
Sherman May 21 Tyler June 28
WichitaFalls May 22 Bryan June 29
Childress May 23 Conroe* July 2
Amarillo May 24-25  Victoria* July 3

L ubbock* May 28 Houston* July 9-11
Abilene May 29 Waco* July 16-17
Mineral Wells May 30 San Antonio* July 20
Brownwood May 31 Kerrville* July 23

L ampasas June 1 Pierce* TBA

El Paso* June 7-8

Corpus Christi June 12 *All dates are subject to change,
Harlingen June 13 especially thosewith asterisks. PIO
McAllen* June 14 will contact regional commanders
L aredo* June 15 with additional information ASAP.
Del Rio* June 18
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