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Trooper, 2 deputieskilled in ambush

By MikeCox, Chief of Media Relations

HP Trooper Terry Wayne Miller of Pleasanton had planned to take his
daughter to the circus on Wednesday, October 13. But shortly after 8:50 the
night before, Trooper Miller was cut down by semi-automaticriflefirefroma
sniper laying in ambush.

Trooper Miller, 37, was hit twice after responding to a rural area of
Atascosa County to back up two sheriff's deputies who had gone to a

mobile home occupied by man arrested earlier inthe

day for family violence. Atascosa County Sheriff

Tommy Williamson said the man had called the

f ‘ sheriff’sofficeat 8:11 p.m. and asked that officersbe

sent to his residence. Fifteen minutes later—con-

! cealed in brush across from his trailer—the man

_./"'# o, opened fire on the deputies sent to the scene.

When Miller arrived after the sheriff’'s depart-

i . il ment was unable to raise the deputies on the radio,

Trooper Terry Miller hefound deputies ThomasMonse, Jr., 31, and Mark

Stephenson, 32, had been shot. Miller radioed that two officers were down
and asked for help. Moments later, he, too, was dead.

Before the shooting ended, Pleasanton police officer Louis Tudyk and
retired Border Patrol officer Carl Fischer had been wounded.

As other officers closed in on the sniper, he shot himself in the head
with ahandgun taken from one of the dead sheriff’sdeputies. Thekiller was
identified as 21-year-old Jeremiah Engleton.

At 2:10am. Friday, Oct. 15, Rangersarrested Kenneth VVodochodsky, 19,
in rural Wilson County on three counts of capital murder and two counts of
attempted capital murder in connection with the case. Thecomplaintsallege
Vodochodsky took an active role in hel ping Engleton plan and carry out the
ambush of the three officers.

Miller wasburied on Saturday, Oct. 16 in Hebron Cemetery near Yoakum
following funeral servicesat 1 p.m. at St. John L utheran Churchin Jourdanton.
Survivorsinclude hiswife, Karen, and two children, Amanda, 2, and Ashley,
13.

A native of Mercedes, Miller was agraduate of Gregory-Portland High
School. He had worked as an officer with the Sinton Police Department and
as adeputy with the San Patricio County Sheriff’s Office before joining the
DPSin1997. Hehad been stationed in Freer beforetransferring to Pleasanton
in September 1998.

A memoria fund for Trooper Miller and the other two officershas been
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Dear Fellow Employee:

TheDPSmadeit nearly fiveyearswith-
out losing an officer to gunfire. Tragically,
that ended on the night of Oct. 12 with
thedeath of Trooper Terry Miller, the 74th
DPSofficer tofal intheline of duty since
1932. Some 2,000 people, including nu-
merous out-of -state of ficers, attended his
funeral. Trooper Miller’s family and
friends, this agency, and all of society,
has suffered from the senseless act that
led to his death.

This tragedy leads me to once again
remind each of youto be careful and alert
as you perform your sworn duty to pro-
tect and serve.

* k%

On Sept. 27, 141 men and women be-
gantheir training for law enforcement ca-
reerswith the DPS as members of recruit
classA 99. Welcometo the DPS! You are
part of the 117" recruit school sincetrain-
ing of uniformed state police officersbe-
ganinthe 1930s.

No matter whatever future accom-
plishments you will enjoy, you are start-
ing off with two built-in distinctions: You
will bethelast recruitsto receivetraining
in ayear beginning with “19” and those
of youwho completeyour training will be
inthefirst classto graduate in 2000.

Beyond the fact that you happened
to have begun your training in 1999, the
significance of the rest of your career is
uptoyou. Upon graduation, youwill have
the advantage of state-of-the-art training.
But how far you progress in rank and
whatever other benchmarks of success
you realize are strictly up to you. Good

luck!
Ly
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Awards

“l wasjust doing my job,” said
Tr. Bill Lohman, HP Woodville, af-
ter taking hisplacein DPShistory by
adding aMedal of Valor to his ser-
vice r%ord. Lohman became only
the 18" officer toreceive DPS' high-
est honor for hisrolein orchestrating
adramatic high water rescuefollow-
ing April flash flooding in Tyler
County. Lohman’s leadership and
fearlessactionssaved at least onelife
and possibly more when an elderly
woman’s car was swept into arain
swollencreek. TimHerrington of Port
Arthur immediately jJumpedintothe
water and used his knife to cut the
woman out of her seat belt. Ray
Beaugh of Warren followed quickly,
hel ping drag the woman on top of the
car.

Tr. Lohmanarrived and navigated
the rising water to the car. Lewis
Duke of Warren swam someropeto
the car and Lohman directed himto
attach the rope to a tree and swim
back tothevehicle. Thetrooper then
used theropeand aflotation device
to guidethewoman through therush-
ing water to safety. Hereturned to
thefrigid, treacherouswater againto
ensurethe other rescuersreached dry
land. For their rolesin the rescues,
Herrington, Beaugh and Duke were
al honored for their bravery with
Director’sAwards.

Short Shots

M cEathron recognized

TLE Chief David McEathron
became only the second DPS em-
ployee to be honored with TXDOT's
Luther DeBerry Award, presented

to the employee who makesthe great-
est contributionto transportation inthe
state. McEathron’s work in estab-
lishing policy and specifications for
video cameras in DPS vehicles was
cited.

New office created

In compliance with DPS Sunset
Legidation passedinthelast session,
the Public Safety Commission hascre-
ated the Office of Audit and Inspec-
tion. The new office combines the
Internal  Audit Department and the
Inspection and Planning Service. It
will be on the Director’s staff and
report directly to the Commission.

Farrell A. Walker, CPA, has
been appointed Director of Audit and
Inspection and will overseeitsopera-
tions. Chief Inspector John Hall will
continue to supervise the inspection
operation.

Cast your ballot

Nov. 2 is election day. While the
Presidential election still is a year
away, 17 proposed Constitutional
amendmentsareontheballot. Please
take time to vote.

Procurement Card
By the end of the year, the Pro-

curement Card Program will be in-
troduced to enhance the Department’s
procurement and payment capabilities.
Thisnew credit card purchasing pro-
cesswill hel p provide prompt payment
tovendors. For moreinformation and
details, see this month’s Accounting
Bulletin.

TABC pats DPS on back

The Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission presented its Bert Ford
Commendation Award to DPS for
itsinvolvment in such anti-teen drink-
ing programs as Shattered Dreams,
Youth Power Camps and the Opera-

tion “Fake Out,” which targets fake
driver licensesand ID’s.

Mile Markers

CLE Promotions

Joseph John Millhouse, Cpl.
V, HP Houston to Sgt./Inv., Narc.
Svc. Laredo.

Retirements

Terry Wayne Garnett, Supr.,
FP&R Austin, 31 yrs., 3 mos., 17
days, Daniel Brent Carter, Super-
vising Criminalist, CrimeLab Austin,
30yrs., 7mos; Clayton Terrel Har-
ris, Sgt., DL Division Austin, 21 yrs.,
9 mos., 28 days; Helen Louise
Walker, DL Tech. Austin, 12 yrs., 6
mos.; John Michael Ener, Tr. V,
L&W Livingston, 29 yrs., 1 mo., 9
days, Ralph Edward Billings, Tr.
V, HP Fairfield, 26 yrs., 4 mos,, 5
days; John Michael Shopland,
RadioMech. Il Austin, 6yrs., 7 days,
Ernest Emory Stephens 111, DL
Tech. Longview, 2 yrs., 2 mos.;
Charles Davis Bell, Tr. V, L&W
Brenham, 28 yrs., 11 mos., 9 days.

Deaths

Pegay A. Powell, Sec.lV, MVT
Austin (March 1991 to Sept. 1999)
died Sept. 23.

Trooper killed, from

pageone
set up at the Atascosa National Bank,
PO. Box 250, Pleasanton, Texas, 78064.
Contributions can be made through the
bank to the families of al of the offic-
ersor any of the three. For further in-
formation, the bank’s telephone num-
ber is830-281-2507.

E-mail condolencesto the family
can be sent to:

trooper.miller@txdps.state.tx.us.

DPS online: www.txdps.state.tx.us

DPS*“ontheair”: 512-424-7777



