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Construction startson new firing range

Constructionisunderway on the Florence Firing Range Com-
plex located just northwest of Augtinin Williamson County.

“Thisno-frills, state-of -the-art facility will enable usto continue
providing high quality training to our officerswell intothe 21st cen-
tury,” said Col. ThomasA. Davis Jr., director of DPS.

The46-acre complex will includeatotal of six ranges. Each
range servesaspecific training purpose: (1) handguns, (2) rifles, (3)
multi-purposewith movabletargets, (4) shotguns, (5) driving/tacti-
cal areaand (6) a“tactica house.”

Likemost of theranges, thetactical areaisopen-air andisde-
signed for vehicleentry and dismount target practice.

The*"tactical house” will facilitatetraining in hostage, standoff
Stuations, and warrant and raid missions. Thefacility hasacatwak
and isbuilt so that rooms can be reconfigured for different sce-
narios.

Thereasowill beapavilion complex with e ectronic classroom
firearmstraining smulatorsand abuilding with officegpacefor range
officers.

Congructionwill consst of two phases. Thefiring rangesshould
be completejust after thefirst of theyear, with theremainder of the
facilitiesdated for completion by early spring.

Amber Alert paying dividends

Thefirst two DPS activations of the Governor’s Amber Alert
plan haveresulted in two abducted children safely returned home.

Thelatest success story took place in early October when a
biologica mother with no parentd rights, dongwithamadetraveling
companion, kidnapped thewoman’s 14-year-old daughter from
thegirl’shomein Nevada Thema e suspect had numerouscrimina
convictions, including child abandonment and endangerment.

Locd policein Elko, Nevadadetermined the child wasin seri-
ousdanger and requested activation of the Texas Amber plan after

evidenceindicated the abductorswerein Austin. DPS Emergency
Please see Amber on page 4
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Dear Fellow Employee,

Genera Order No. 6 of the DPS
General Orders says that DPS em-
ployeeswill qualify asvotersand vote
their convictions.

It isimportant that we each take
thetimeto cast aballot in the upcom-
ingeections

For morethan 226 years, weciti-
zensof theUnited Stateshave had the
right to vote. Hundreds of thousands
of people havefought and diedinthe
defense of thoserights. Inrespect to

“Those believing they have
not voted are mistaken, for
their indifference affects all
our futures.”
M.A. Denck,
philosopher

their sacrificeand our freedoms, itis
our public duty to exercisetheright to
vote.

On November 5, we havethe op-
portunity to do something that many
peoplein other partsof theworld can-
not do: Vote.

w/Aw,dOM‘)}
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Awards

Rachael Bryant and Melvin
Allick received Director’s Awards
for therr life-saving actionsfollowing
aone-car crashin Denton. A trooper
arrived at the scene of a Suburban
that had rolled over six to seven
times, gecting all 10 passengers.
None had been wearing their safety
belts. Bryant, afirefighter and para-
medic from Georgia, and Allick, an
Air Force paramedic from San An-
toni o, happened upon the sceneand
offeredtheir assstance. They imme-
diately begantriageand provided lo-
gistical support for thetrooper to get
air and ground ambulances to the
scene. Their effortsgreetly aidedthe
paramedicsand fire personnel, who
later arrived at the scene, and inthe
process saved severd lives. Both
were nominated by Tr. Dan
Andrews, HP Denton. Two people
diedinthecrash.

Short Shots

DPS comesto therescue
Rescuersfound hisshoesinthe
woods, and moments|ater they pot-
ted himfrom aDPS chopper. That
was the beginning of the end of a
dramatic rescue of an elderly man
who had wandered away from his
home in Brown County. The 75-
year-old man, believed to be suffer-
ing from Alzheimer’s, had already
been missing three days, when his
pickup was found south of
Brownwood. Later that day, as
evening wasturning to dusk, rescu-
ersmoved into find the man, who
had removed hisclothinginaheavily
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wooded area. Lt. Reggie Rhea, a
DPS pilot flying out of Lubbock,
spotted the man from the air and
guided nearby ground crews, includ-
ing Texas Ranger Bobby Grubbs,
Company “E” Brownwood, to the
victim. Suffering from sunburnand
dehydration with fire ants close at
hand, it is doubtful the man would
have survived the night. Martin

Molotsky, HP Brownwood; the

National Guard; the Brown County
SO and Brownwood PD aso as-
Sged.

Randall Vetter Scholar ship

S. Edward' sUniversity in Aus-
tinannounced KatherineRich asthe
first recipient of theRandall Vetter
Memoarid Scholarship, whichtotaled
$1,300 this year. Tr. Vetter, a St.
Edward'salumnus, waskilledinthe
line of duty in August of 2000. The
scholarshipisgiventoajunior ma-
joringincrimina justicewithnoless
thana3.0 GPA and who exemplifies
thesameacademic and civicleader-
ship that Vetter demonstrated. The
scholarship endowment wasformed
with donationsin Vetter’shonor.

Givecar seat safety aride

DPS troopers who are trained
and certifiedin child passenger safety
will conduct 12 child safety seat clin-
icsacross rural Texasin 2002 and
2003. During theclinics, thetroop-
erswill inspect car seatsfor safety
and educate parentsand caregivers
on the proper use of the seats.

TwodlinicsarescheduledinNo-
vember: November 9in Fort Stock-
ton and November 23 in Aransas
Pass. For moreinformation onaspe-
cficdlinic, pleasecontact Beth War -
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ren at (512) 424-5639. See DPS
Web stefor moreinfo, under “ News/
PressReleases.”

New DPShelicopter in Valley

I
DPS has acquired a new heli-

copter for useacrossthe Rio Grande
Valey. The American Eurocopter A-

Star B2isequipped with apowerful

Nightsun spotlight, avideo camera
and athermal imaging device that
senses heat images. The $1.7 mil-

lionhelicopter, which cruisesat nearly
140 milesper hour, waspaid for by
seized drug funds and authorized
during thelast legidlative session.

Therearenow eight helicoptersinthe
DPSfleet. Thechopper will besta-
tioned at McAllen Miller Interna-
tiona Airport.

FBI Academy graduates

Lt. Maria Garza, Narcotics
Austin, and Insp. Randy
McDanidl, OAl Austin, graduated
in September from the 210" Session
of the FBI National Academy in
Quantico, Virginia

On the
mend...

Best wishesfor a speedy recov-
ery fromline-of-duty injuriesgo
to:

Tr. James David Jones,
HP Goldthwaite
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Mile Markers

TLE

Lamar Beckworth, Major,
TLE Lubbock to Asst. Chief, TLE
Austin; Charles Terry Smith,
Capt., HP Austin to Mgjor, TLE
Midland; Timothy Tony Thomp-
son, Capt., HP Conroe to Mgjor,
TLEAudin;

William Allan Schneider, Lt.,
HP L ubbock to Capt., HP L ubbock;
Kenneth Musick, Lt., HP San
Antonio to Capt., HP Conroe;
Enrique Betancourt, Sgt., HP
Harlingen to Lt., HP El Paso;
Randall JoeFlint, Sen. Tr., L& W
San Angelo to Sgt., L&W San
Angdo;

Rodman Glen Stafford, Tr. I,
L& W Baytownto Sgt., Motor Car-
rier Augtin; Leon Derrill Yawn, Jr .,
Tr. 1V, L&W Beaumont to Sgt.,
L&W Lufkin; Joe David West,
Sen. Tr., L& W Sonorato Sgt., L&W
Dd Rio; CharlesK eith Waggoner,,
Tr. 1, L&W Denisonto Sgt., L&W
Fort Stockton,

Michael Wayne Scales, Sen.
Tr., L& W Weatherford to Sgt.,
L&W Brownsville; AndreaMarie
Brockman, Sen. Tr., L& W Hunts-
ville to Sgt., L&W Eagle Pass,
Arthur Joe Ed Miller, Sen. Cpl.,
HP The Woodlands to Sgt., HP
Canton; Steven Thomas Holtz,
Cpl. I, HPRichmond to Sgt., HP
Ferce;

Joseph Chadwick Grange,
Cpl. 1V,HPClaudeto Sgt., HPBig
Spring; Robert Steve Ripps, Tr.
[11, HP Georgetown to Sgt., Capitol
Austin; Therese S. Linthicum,
Insp. 111, Veh. Insp. Houston to
Supv., Veh. Insp. Houston;
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Elizabeth Starky Z€liff, Oper.
IV, Comm. Lufkinto Supv., Comm.
Del Rio; Sheila Ann Swan, Oper.
IV, Comm. Lufkinto Supv., Comm.
Bryan; Jose Alfredo Macias,
Oper. 11, Comm. El Paso to Supv.,
Comm. El Paso.

Director’s Staff

Scot E. Houghton, Lt., HP
WichitaFallstoInsp. 11, OAIl Aus-
tin; Robert Anthony Rhynsbur -
ger, Sgt., Aircraft Sasn AntoniotolLt.,
Aircraft Houston; Elaine Mays,
Supv., IMSAustinto Asst. Manager,
IMSAugtin.

Driver License

BruceMacArthur Fallis, Lt.,
DL Planoto Capt., DL Houston; Joe
Nathan Bridges, Sgt., DL Baytown
to Lt., DL Garland; Adrian Or-
landoRivera, Tr. 111, SESMcAllen
to Sgt., DL Lake Worth; Ruby
Epkins, Tr. 1, DL Austin to Sgt.,
DL Bryan;

Alfredo Salcido, Tr. Il, DL
Angleton to Sgt., DL Beaumont;
Scott ThomasWoolery, Sen. Tr.,
HP Canyon to Sgt., DL Amarillo;
EdubijesTorresAguirre, Tr.11,HP
Odessato Sgt., DL Midland; Kevin
S.Lewis, Tr.Il,HPHoustonto Sgt.,
DL Houston;

Billy Antonio Shelton, Tr. 111,
L&W McAllento Sgt., DL Baytown;
Joseph Michael Marino, Tr. I,
HP Richmond to Sgt., DL Houston.

CLE

Adam Gerald Brown, Sgt.,
Narcotics Houston to Lt., Narcot-
icsHouston; Lee Ann Groves, Sgt.,
Narcotics Houston to Lt., Narcot-
icsHouston; ReneRamirez, Sqt.,
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NarcoticsMcAllentoLt., Narcot-
ics Texas City; ThomasWilliams
Wylie, Tr. 1V, HP Brackettville to
Sgt., MVT Laredo;

Carl Gregory Clayton, Sgt.,
Capitol Austinto Sgt., MVT Gar-
land; JesusJose Valdez, Tr. I, HP
Brownfieldto Sgt., MVT El Paso;
Bradley Wayne Sanders, Tr. II,
HP Seguin to Sgt., MVT El Paso;
David Gene Crook, Sgt., Narcot-
icsBryanto Sgt., Spec. CrimesGar-
land;

Scott Dewayne Stevenson,
Sgt., HP Denton to Sgt., Spec.
Crimes Garland; Jeffrey D.
Rickel, Tr. 1I, HP Kermit to Sgt.,
Spec. Crimes Corpus Christi; An-
thony Lynn Bradford, Tr. |1, HP
Decatur to Sgt., Spec. CrimesHurs;
Donald Jay Druesedow, Cpl. 1V,
HP Tahokato Sgt., Spec. Crimes
CorpusChristi;

EddieB. Hutchison, Tr. I, HP
Huntsville to Sgt., Spec. Crimes
Baytown; Manuel Francisco
Espinosa I11, Tr. I, HP Alice to
Sgt., Spec. Crimes Corpus Christi;
Aaron Chrigtopher Grigsby, Tr. 11,
Narcotics El Paso to Sgt., Narcot-
icsEl Paso; LawrencePeter Lilly,
Jr., Tr. 11, HPBaytownto Sgt., Nar-
coticsAngleton;

Floyd T. Goodwin, Tr. 1, HP
Texas City to Sgt., NarcoticsBryan;
Jeffrey Todd Cummins, Tr. 1, HP
Childress to Sgt., Narcotics
Childress; Brian LeePerry, Tr. I,
HP Paristo Sgt., Narcotics Garland;
JoseNoeDiaz, Tr. I, HP Houston
to Sgt., Narcotics Rosenberg;

Ronald Saenz, Tr. 11, Narcot-
ics Corpus Christi to Sgt., Narcot-
ics Corpus Christi; Richard Paul
Adkins, Tr. Il, HP Texas City to
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Sgt., Narcotics Amarillo; Mark
Anthony Koenig, Tr. 111, HP Aus-
tin to Sgt., Narcotics Alpine;
Michael Mark Negri, Tr. Ill, HP
Terrell to Sgt., Narcotics Garland;
Kyle Stephen Matheson, Tr. I,
HP Conroe to Sgt., Narcotics
Conroe; Jose A. Ramirez, Tr. 1l
Narcotics Laredo to Sgt., Narcot-
icsLaredo.

Texas Rangers

Roger “Rocky” Millican,
Sgt., HP Pearsall to Sgt., Rangers
San Antonio; Troy EugeneWilson,
Sgt., HP Snyder to Sgit., RangersSan
Antonio; Brad Kenton Harmon,
Sgt., Spec. Crimes Hurst to Sgt.,
Rangers San Antonio;

Mark Dale Reinhardt, Sgt.,
HP Cleburne to Sgt., Rangers
Dumas; Ronald Earl Duff, Sgt.,
Spec. Crimes Longview to Sgt.,
Rangers San Antonio; Chance
Leon Collins, Tr. I1l, HPAustinto
Sgt., RangersHarlingen.

Retirements

Johnnie JamesBiehunko, Tr.
V, DL Rosenberg, 36 yrs., 7 mos.,
15 days; Joe Don Abernathy, Tr.
V, HPTyler, 30yrs,, 3mos., 3days,
DennisDaleL and, Lt., Narcotics
Junction, 29 yrs., 5 days,; Gerald
LeeBryant, Tr.V, SESVictoria, 28
yrs., 3mos., 19 days;

Linda Flores Deaton, Tr. V,
DL Fort Worth, 26 yrs., 16 days,
Arturo Casarez, Sgt., Narcotics
Abilene, 24 yrs., 9 mos., 24 days,
LindaJoCraig, Oper. 1V, Comm.
Sherman, 18yrs., 1 mo., 24 days,

Sue Hays Moore, Insp. Il1,
Veh. Insp. Lubbock, 10yrs., 5mos,;
AgapitoL opez, Sgt., DL San An-
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tonio, 32yrs., 6 mos,, 21 days, John
Samuel Park, Tr. V, DL Wichita
Falls, 32 yrs., 6 mos., 21 days;
Betty L. Modgling, Criminalist
IV,Crime Lab Austin, 29 yrs., 10
mos., 22 days,

RudolphoOrlandoZarate, Tr
V., DL SanAntonio, 29yrs., 2mos.,,
5 days; James Raymond
M oorman, Jr., Sgt., DL El Paso,
28 yrs., 11 mos., 6 days, Kevin
Joseph Huser, Tr. V, DL San An-
tonio, 28yrs., 4mos., 8 days;

Johnny LeeDixon, Cpl. V, DL
San Antonio, 27 yrs., 6 mos., 20
days, WillieO’Neal Adams, Cpl.
V, HP Dallas N. Tollway, 25 yrs,,
11 mos., 17 days; Geraldine
Bonnell Gentry, Tech., DL
Floydada, 23 yrs., 5mos;

Henry A. Purser, Custodian,

Region6 Lampasas, 12yrs.; Jerry
Vernon May, Cpl. V, HP Beau-
mont, 33yrs., 2mos, 25days, Errol
Benjamin Haegedlin, Tr. V, DL San
Antonio, 29 yrs., 8 mos., 3 days;
SandraA. Oser, Tech., DL Hous-
ton, 11 yrs., 3mos., 26 days.

Deaths

L uther Sykes, Groundskeeper
[, TLE Austin NW (Oct. 2001-
Sept. 2002) died September 13,
2002; Wallace Tur ner Spillar, ret.
Captain, Internd Affairs(June 1960-
Sept. 1985) died October 14, 2002.
J.A. Dumas, ret. Capt., HP Gar-
land (Feb. 1951-Aug. 1985) died
Oct. 4, 2002; Leon Charles
Raney, ret.Chief, Fiscd AffarsAus
tin (June 1949-March 1984) died
Oct. 8, 2002.

Amber, continued from page 1

Management Serviceresponded with
variousactionsthat resulted in me-
dianatificationand TXDOT roadsgn
activation. Beyondmissing.com
posted the girl’s picture on the
Internet and also sent faxesto media
outletsin variousparts of the state.
Thefollowing afternoon, atruck
driver, who had seen one of the
TxDOT signsin San Antonio and
heard the alert on NOAA Wesather
Radio, spotted the vehicletraveling
southbound on 1-37 in Atascosa
County. A 911 call tothe Atascosa
County Sheriff'sOfficeledtoagen-
erd broadcastinthearea. Gonzales-
based Highway Patrol Troopers
Michael Turk and Ronald Holub
and Wayne Morgan withthe DPS
HIDTA hdpedinitiatethetrafficstop
just north of Pleasanton. Thesus-
pectswerearrested and thegirl was
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taken into protective custody.

Thenext day, Sandy Hellman, the
girl’sadoptive mother for the last
seven years, stopped by the DPS
Headquartersin Austinto persondly
thank the Department and some of
those who played a role in her
daughter’sreturn.

The state plan also was given
credit for the safereturn of aninfant
abducted froman Abilenestore park-
inglotin August, shortly after it was
firstimplemented.

“The program is working, we
already may have helped savethe
livesof two children,” said DPSDi-
rector Col. ThomasA. DavisJr.

TheAmber Alert Network Train-
ing Guide, which provides specifics
ontheGovernor’splan, isposted on
the DPSWeb site.
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