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DPS candidate makesrunoff for ERSboard

The EmployeesRetirement Sys-
temboard of directorsisholdingarun-
off election through June 27 for a
Member-Trustee position. TheERS
board oversees, among other things,
themedical and dental insurance ben-
efits that state employees receive.
Eligible ERS memberswere mailed
an election ballot for the run-off on
May 9totheir homeaddress. Thebal-
lotsmust bereceived by June 27.

DPS Capt. Chris Mashburn,
HQ Austin, made the run-off. Capt.
Mashburn, aninspector inthe Office
of Audit and Ingpection, hasbeenwith
DPSfor morethan 14 years.

“1 am asking for the support of

each and every one of you. The De-
partment needsastrong voicein ERS,
and together we can accomplish that
god. | am excited about the opportu-
nity of representing you if elected,”
Mashburnsaid.

If you areéligibleto voteinthe
Trusteeeectionand did not recelvea
ballot, youmay request oneby caling
(800) 273-0726. Personswith hear-
ing or speech impairment can call
(800) 353-4944. These numberswill
be answered 24 hoursaday.

The new Board member’sterm
runs from September 1, 2003 until
August 31, 20009.

Hurricane season kicks off with confer ence

Junelmarksthebeginning of the
2003 hurricane season. Hurricane
experts again are predicting an
above-average year for named
sorms.

Inpreparationfor theseason, the
Emergency Management Service
hosted a hurricane conference in
April inGalveston. Thisyear’scon-
ferencewasthefirst to bring together
officiasfrominland shelter commu-
nitiesand the coastal communities
that may have to evacuate during
sorms.

Participants included elected
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publicofficias, disaster digrict chair-
men and DPSregiond commanders,
plusemergency management profes-
sionals and
first respond-
ersfromlocd,
state and fed-

erd entities.
State coor-
dinator Jack
Colley told the group: “1 have the
utmost confidencethat local eected
officialsand citizenswill gofar be-
yondwhat isneededtorespondtoa
See Hurricane on page 4
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Dear Fellow Employee,

Asanother legidative session
drawstoaclose, | wantedtotake
amoment to thank everyonewho
worked so hard during thelegis-
lativesession. Thisyear’ssesson
certainly wasan interesting one,
and DPSersacrossthe state con-
tributed to thiseffort.

As we go to press, it's too
soonto know exactly what traffic
and criminal lawswere enacted,
and how the DPSwill beaffected.
WE I have moreinformation on
that as Sept. 1 (thedatemost laws
gointo effect) gets closer.

Asschoolslet out for thesum-
mer, and you' retravelingonva
cations, pleasebecareful. There
will bemoretrafficand moretrav-
elers on the roadways. Make
surethat you and your passengers
are seatbelted or, in the case of
children, properly securedinthe
appropriate child safety seats—
evenif you'rejust goingonashort
ridetothestore. Collisionscan
happen at any time.

y@/@w%
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Awards

Tr. Cody P. Cory, HP Sonora,
received aDirector’sCitationfor his
effortsto extricate aman who had
beengravely injuredinawreck and
wastrgppedinaburningvehidle. The
man'svehiclehad hitarock cut dong
IH-10 and was jammed into the
rocky area. The vehiclewasburn-
ing, and passersby were trying to
ass <, but theinjured man could not
escapethe vehicle because hisfeet
weretrapped between the seat and
thefloorboard. Tr. Cory managedto
free theman’sleft foot, but wasun-
abletofreetheright. All thewhile,
themanwasbegging Tr. Cory notto
let him burn to death. The smoke,
fireand heat wereincreasingly in-
tense. Tr. Cory saw that theman had
acompound fractureabovetheright
ankle; he was able to cut some of
the muscle around the area so that
hecould pull theman out of theburn-
ingvehicle. Despitetheeffortsof Tr.
Cory and emergency medical per-
sonnel who arrived on scene, the
driver died of theinjurieshesustained
inthecrash.

Cpl. Robert Chavez, HPHous-
ton, received aDirector’s Citation
for saving thelife of an 8-year-old
child. Cpl. Chavez wasattending his
son’sbaseball practicein Houston
when ajogger yelled tothegroup at
the basebd | field that alittlegirl had
falleninto the nearby bayou. Cpl.
Chavez ran over tothebayou, which
was flowing swiftly due to recent
rains. He jumped in, waded to the
middle of the fast-flowing, chest-
deep water, and intercepted the
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child, whowasfloating by at thet time.
Cpl. Chavez carried thelittlegirl back
to shore. Neither required futher
medical trestment.

Lt. Jerome Lynn Powell, DL
Webster, received aDirector’s Ci-
tationfor hiseffortsto ass st awoman
who had beeninjuredinawreck and
was unableto get out of theburning
vehicle she had been driving. Lt.
Powell, whowastraveling to work,
droveup onthecrash. Althoughtwo
people, who were passengersinthe
crashed vehicle, had exited thecar,
Lt. Powell saw that the driver was
still in the car. Concerned that the
burning vehicle could explode, he
reported thewreck on hisradio and
hel ped get the driver out of theve-
hice

Short Shots

Media notes

Asof April 21, the DPSPublic
Information Office stoppedissuing
mediacredentials. However, press
cards issued by DPS will remain
vdiduntil their expirationdate, which
istwo yearsfrom the date of issu-
ance.

Chapter 5.72.05 of the DPS
Genera Manual statesthat it isof-
ficer discretion indecidingwhat con-
stitutesproper identification. The
Public Information Office recom-
mends a valid driver license and
some sort of supporting identifica-
tion issued by the reporter’snews
outlet should suffice in most in-
stances.
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DPSCold CaseUnit strikesagain

Barely ayear old, the DPSUn-
solved CrimesInvestigation Team
(UCIT) helped

solve its fourth it
case—a 15-year- wa‘\
old murder out of §)
Coryell County.
Thearrest wasthe
culmination of ayearlonginvestiga:
tion by the Coryell County SO, the
Coryell County DA, the Company
F Texas Rangers and the Texas
RangersUnsolved CrimesUnit.

A murder indictment was re-
turnedin April against 51-year-old
Coryell County employee John
Swart for the alleged murder of his
wife. Shewasfoundinaburning car
north of CopperasCoveon Aug. 25,
1988. After the casewasreopened,
her body wasexhumed and the Uni-
versity of North Texas performed
forensicanalysis. That DNA evi-
dence, plus new witnesses and ad-
ditiond information, ledtothearres.

UCIT was authorized by the
Legidaturelast session.

New databasebeginsoperation
Thenew TexasMissng Persons
DNA Database is now collecting
samplesthat will beused to compare
afamily member’sDNA to DNA ex-
tracted from unidentified remainsin
an effort to solve missing person
cases. Investigatorsacross Texasare
urged to submit DNA from family
membersof “high-risk” missing per-
sonsto the new database. Theda-
tabaseishoused at the University of
North TexasHealth Science Center
at Fort Worth and was created last

continued on next page
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Legidativesesson.

Investigatorsand medica exam-
inersare aso encouraged to submit
unidentified remainsto the Health
Science Center in Fort Worth for
specidized mitochondria DNA test-
ing.

Thereare6,000to 7,000 active
missing personscasesin Texas. The
DPS Special Crimes Missing Per-
sonsClearinghouseisanayzing cases
from its database and will contact
local authoritiesto encouragefamily
membersto submit DNA samples.
A DPS Specia Crimesinvestigator,
working aBastrop County missing
persons case, submitted the first
DNA sampleto the database.

For moreinformation and free

continued on next page

Mile Markers

Promotions
Director’s Staff

Norma L. Garza-Jennings,
Lt., DL Conroe to Insp. II, OAI
Austin; Johnny E. Prince, Sgt., Air-
craft Garlandto Lt., Aircraft Hous-
ton.

TLE
William M. DiggsJr ., Sgt., HP
DallastoLt., Capitol Autin; Phillip
G. Ayala, Cpl. I, HPAustinto Sgt.,
HPAustin; Juan C. Torrez, Cpl. I,
HP Odessa to Sgt., HP El Paso;
Kevin R. Huggins, Tr. Il, HP
McKinney to Sgt., HP Denton;
Tyler L. Harpole, Tr. Il, HP
Brownwood to Sgt., HP Snyder;
John L. Harrell, Cpl. I, HP
Craneto Sgt., HP Uvalde; EricR.
White, Tr. 1V, HPMonahansto Sgt.,
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HP Pecos; Phillip D. Ditto, Cpl. 11,
HP Dalhart to Sgt., HP Hereford,;
Robert L. Bailey, Tr. II, HP San
Angelo to Sgt., HP Fort Stockton;
Jeffery L. Wimberly, Cpl. 1V, HP
Canton to Sgt., HP Canton; L ouis
A. Sanchez, Tr. lll, HP Dallas to
Sat., HP Terrell; Alton R. Owens
Jr., Cpl. I, HP Huntsville to Sgt.,
HP Hillsboro; Ricky D. White, Tr.
I, HP Tyler to Sgt., HP L ufkin;

LynnH.Holland Jr., Sen. Tr.,
HP Shamrock to Sgt., HP Pierce;
LauralL.Dickson, Tr.Il, HP Can-
tonto Sgt., HP Garland; JamesT.
Brazil, Tr. IV, HP Nacogdochesto
Sgt., HP Center; Danny L. Briley,
Tr. 1, HP Cleburne to Sgt., HP
Westherford; Mark W. Williams,
Tr. Il, HP Quanah to Sgt., HP
Killean;

Dustin M. Harrod, Tr. 11, HP
Palestine to Sgt., HP Eagle Pass,
Omar A. Villarreal, Tr. 11, L&W
Brownsvilleto Sgt., L& W Laredo;
CarlosDeLaRosalll, Sen. Cpl.,
L&W San Angelo to Sgt., L&W
EaglePess,

Oscar O. Martinez, Cpl. 1V,
L& W CorpusChristi to Sgt., L&W
Laredo; Shedrick Duffey Jr., Cpl.
I, L&W El Pasoto Sgt., L&W El
Paso; Cornelio Flores 111, Tr. 11,
L&W Laredoto Sgt., L&W Laredo;
ValerieJean Brakefield, Insp. I11,
Veh. Insp. Decatur to Supv., Veh.
Ingp Tyler.

DL

Edward G. DowningJr., Sgt.,
DL Lewisvilleto Lt., DL El Paso;
Jose F. Vidales, Tr. Il, MVI
McAllento Sgt., DL Victorig Gloria
L.Moore, Tr. 111, DL Baytownto
Sgt., DL Baytown; CharlesD. Bra-
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zil, Tr. IV, HP Lufkin to Sgt., DL
Bryan; Noel T. Wilson Jr., Tr. II,
DL Carrollton to Sgt., DL
Carrollton;

Shawn M. Mundy, Tr. 11, DL
Odessato Sgt., DL Hurst; Barbara
J.Dean, Tr. 11, DL El Pasoto Sgt.,
DL Temple; Jerry D. Daniels, Tr.
[, DL Hurst to Sgt., DL Plano;
James V. Debrow, Sgt., Training
Austinto Sgt., DL Houston.

Retirements

L eeRoy YoungJr., Sgt., Rang-
ers McKinney, 29 yrs., 7 mos,, 4
days; Marion Keith Buckman,
Security Worker 1V, Capitol Austin,
10 yrs,, 3 mos,, 19 days, Lonnie
Ray Davis, Sen. Tr., HP Houston,
30yrs., 5mos., 1 day; Ricky Lynn
Allen, Lt., NarcoticsNacogdoches,
28yrs., 2mos., 18 days,

Taft S. Green Jr., Sen. Cpl.,
HPHurst, 26 yrs., 7 mos., 15 days,
Carolyn Kay Thompson, Exam-
iner, DL Dimmitt, 24 yrs., 3 mos.,
29 days, Howard L eo Dunham,
Sgt., Rangers Texarkana, 30 yrs., 8
mos., 29 day’s,;

Danny Vaughn Rhea, Sgt.,
Rangers Sulphur Springs, 26 yrs., 6
mos., 17 days; Arlene Tilley
Chance, Tech., DL Beaumont, 13
yrs., 9 mos., 12 days, Eddie Lee
Dickie, Crimindist VIII, CrimeLab
Abilene, 28 yrs., 3 mos., 21 days,
Fred Emmett Richnow, Lt., HP
Lufkin, 30yrs., 2mos., 3days.

Deaths

JamesM. Ray, ret. Chief, CLE
Austin (Nov. 1941-May 1978) died
April 29, 2003; Ralph Briscoe, ret.
Lt., SES Waco (Jan. 1956-Aug.
1986) died December 12, 2002.
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2003 hurricane conference, cont. from p. 1

catastrophic hurricanewithout even
asking. Canweshdter these people?
Yes. Will the state of Texas do its
part?You betitwill.”

Galveston Mayor Roger “Bo”
Quirogawel comed participantsto
hishomecity, notingthat histownand
other coastal communities went
throughthreemgjor hurricanescares
in 2002. “It’sjust incredibleto see
how people in the state of Texas
come together and work as one,”
Quirogasaid.

Confereessaid they were happy
to have the opportunity to put faces
with namesof peoplethey knew only
through conference callsduring po-
tentially disastrouseventslast year,
including HurricanesisdoreandLLili.

Conference participantsattended
anumber of workshopson the nuts
and boltsof hurricaneevacuationand
sheltering. Workshopsincluded es-
sential information for evacuation
planning, shelter planning and man-
agement, the role of volunteer
groupsinshelter logigtics, andissues
involvedindedingwith specid-needs
popul ationsduring evacuations.

Quiroga, Beaumont Mayor
Evelyn Lord, Chambers County
Judge Jimmy Sylvia, Jefferson
County Judge Carl Griffith, Jr. and
DPS Capt. Paul Davis, the DDC
inBeaumont, participatedinalively
panel discussion about their experi-
encelast year making tough decisons
as Hurricane Lili roared toward
them.

Beaumont evacuated. Galveston
stayed put, and the stormveeredinto
Louisana
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I I
| 2003 Hurricanenames |
i Ana Larry i
I Bill Mindy I
! Claudette Nicholas !
| Danny Odette |
: Erika Peter :
: Fabian Rose :
I Grace Sam |
! Henri Teresa !
: | sabel Victor :
I Juan Wanda I
: Kate :
b e e e e e e e o e e e e

Short Shots, continued from page 3

DNA kitscontact the University of
North TexasHealth Science Center
at 817-735-5451 or 817-735-
0188. You can contact the DPS
Missing Persons Clearinghouse at
1-800-346-3243.

Speir Scholar ship deadline
Wilson E. Speir Scholarship
gpplicationswill beaccepted through
August 15. Studentsmust be classi-
fied asfull-timecrimina justicema-
jorsand enrolledin Texasunivers-
ties. Two scholarships will be
awarded for $500 per semester for
up to two semesters. Preferencewill
begivento qudified sudentswhose
parentsareinvolvedinlaw enforce-

DPS*“ontheair”: 512-424-7777

ment. Applicantsshould submit re-
sumes, transcriptsof completed col-
lege work and photographs to:
Director’s Office, c/o DPS, PO.
Box 4087, Austin, TX 78773-0110.
Thescholarshipsarenamed in honor
of theformer DPSdirector, whodied
inApril of 2002.

DPS Museum news

DPShasdlocated storage space
at Headquartersfor the DPSHigtori-
ca Center and Museum. If you have
any DPS-related itemsyou’ dliketo
donateto the Museum—or if you'd
liketo becomeamember of themu-
seum—please call the museum at
512-459-4046.
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